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Mrs Rhona Prime, 37, who reported her husband,

Ceoffrey, to police after he had told her of sexual

offences involving young girls—and his espionage
B e . activities.
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I forgive
him, says -

o f ,
WIiie
By ALAN COPPS

MRS RHONA  PRIME, !
% who took the agonising |
decision  to- inform
police about her hus- ..
band'’s spying activitics, '
publicly forgave = him
before being helped
weeping from the Old
Bailey’'s No. 1 court.,
yesterday.
“I intend to stand by ey hus.'
band. As-a Christian I can:
only utterly condemn the ter-:
rible crimes he has commit-i
ted. ol
“But T know in my heart as a:
Christian T can forgive him':
because he is tota‘ll]y repen-i
tant and remorseful and is.
so full of guilt. He is a:
broken man,” she told the
Lord  Chiet  Justice, Lord:
Lane. oo
Mrs Prime, 37, who works as a |
school meals supervisor, was:
dressed in a light gres suiti
and a broad brimmed hat’
with bright blue ribbon. . i

‘ Total shock® : - |

She first told of her reaction;
when Prime confessed to lier!
on April 27 that he had car-!
tied out three sexwal assaults |
on young .girls. : -
“It was total shock, T Xnew!
nothing. about’ it &ll,” she'
said, His confession of espion.
age on the same evening
came as an equal shock,”
The following morning, Prime
confessed to Hercford police.
about the sex attacks and
was taken into, custody. .
It was three weeks later, while
he was in custedy, that Mrs.
Prime  discovered her hus-
band’s espionage equipment.
She  took  advice from  her
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.- 'By ALAN COPPS .
Continued from Page One .
solicitor, doctor and from her-
- |parents and ‘all said she
.|should “hand : over-.':the
evidence. - SR
She informed: the policé. first :
of .what* shé had found and .
secondly of _her husband's
confession. , o ;
She said: “I-took legal advice .
and I had a choice. 1 didn't .
have to do it. But morally 1,
‘had to go to the authorities
‘|and tell them because I could
|'mot live as .a Christian with
that on my comscience and I
believe in the end I have
done him .a favour, and hope-
fully, the_ 'count.‘rg.’ ;

‘the " fact that ~she had pro~”
vided the prosetution with is
evidence, T v e
4 He - has taken. jt incredibly
well. - -He 'has * become a°
changed mran—the man 1
| *always  thought «was always
underneath. .
% He haé lost #il his burden and -
_is'mow a new man. Because of
.. the terrible buxdeén ke cargied

| ‘for .60 many years he was

ured personahty." - i

CIA-RDP96M01138R00T200010003-3

-| policewoman.

“ % .helieve. for ;the first time®
Geoffrey: Prime has found
the goal .in 'his life that he
was' always- “seeking,” she
said. v et o

Mrs - Prime;. -who . was later
-praised ' by the Lord "Chief

+ Justice as ‘tk “‘woman of

« -great - character, si"};npathy
and_ humanity,” said her hus- "

and had treated her and
1<her.- three <;sons  with the
“utmost respect.”

She did not know how he did
it while "living "his “triple
r-'nfe:”A .—- N WS v e 4 P ek PR A € b B
He had been a marvellous
father to the boys. h
e has worked very hard and
- and brought me to a standard
_of living I would never have

‘had without him.”. .=~

Before calling Mrs Prime, as a
-character -witness, ‘Mr
Carmanp said she had received
approaches: from the national
Press | offering_ * enormous
sums -of money.” ... .

But she took: the view,-as a
‘practising Christian, "that it
would be immoral to make a
profit out of her husband’s

. "tl.'eachery- R L T

“She expressly asked me to ws. .
‘that after she had given evi
dence she would very grate-

ful if the Press would leave
her and her family alone,”
he said. e
After giving her evidence

Mrs Pritne returned to her seat

at the .side of the court and

Yistened as the Chiet

Justice sentenced her husband.

Then, seconds after he had

Jbeen led away, to the cells, she

coll; jn tears .and ‘was
helped .out of the court by a

Some -time later, looking
calm and composed she left the
©ld . Bailey by a sidé enirance
and was escoried 1o 8 taxi by
police. - T e
-With _her was Fathrer Adeian,
the parish. priest from her Jocal
church, -who had listened to
the ‘trial from the public
gallery,. and aunother woman

‘frieed, - - °

Later it was learired that she
had had 4 154minute meeting
with her husband in the cells.
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